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Even South Africa has been restless under this
title, and the Irish Free State has been more recalci-
trant still. Young India has never accepted the word
"Dominion" willingly. It savours too much of the
old idea of Empire, and the words "British Empire"
are like a red rag to a bull as far as the younger
generation is concerned.
Egypt and Iraq will bear a much better com-
parison with India than Australia and Canada. In
each of them a period of British rule has been
brought to an end by the recovery of independence
They are not now marked bright red on that boastful
map of the world which gives so much offence
abroad. Egypt and Iraq are not dominions of Great
Britain, and can never be placed m that category. As
the years pass one by one, with further understanding
on the part of Britain and India alike, this alignment
with Iraq and Egypt is likely to become more and
more accepted. At least, the choice should be offered,
and the people of India by a referendum should be
allowed to make their own decision. At the Con-
stituent Assembly, which must sooner or later be
summoned, that final question of status will be
settled. The complete freedom of Southern Ireland
to revise her own Constitution, which is now being
yielded under the Statute of Westminster, cannot
long be held back from India.
While the rapid transformation of Europe is going
on before our eyes, we can hardly be so foolish as
to expect India to remain, with all its feudatory
princes, like a fossil in a museum, preserved in a